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Introduction: Cucumber mosaic virus (CMV) is one of the most important pathogenic

cucurbit viruses. Identifying and growing resistant or tolerant varieties is the best method for

disease control. The present study was conducted to investigate the response of four pumpkin
varieties to CMV by assessing the expression of genes involved in resistance (PAL, PR2).

Materials and Methods: Forty samples of pumpkin leaves with suspected disease were

collected from the farms in northwestern Iran and analyzed using the TAS-ELISA test. To

study the response of the four pumpkin varieties Asma, Pars, Prof and PS grown in this region,

a CMV isolate was inoculated into the plants in a greenhouse experiment after its biological

purification. TAS-ELISA and semi-quantitative (Sq) RT-PCR tests were used to examine the

virus concentration in pumpkin varieties. The disease severity index was evaluated 30 days
after inoculation. The expression level of PAL and PR2 genes was also checked by quantitative
real-time PCR technique. Results: Of the 40 samples, 16 samples were infected with CMV.

The study of virus titer revealed that the virus concentration and disease severity index were

higher in Pars and Proof varieties than in PS and Asma varieties. The expression of PAL and

PR2 genes was increased in all varieties compared to control but was higher in PS cultivar

followed by Asma. Conclusion: PS and Asma varieties have higher CMV tolerance and their

wider cultivation is recommended for disease control.
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Table 1- Specifications of primers used in this research.

Primer Nucleotide sequence (5-3) Amplicon

Reference

Name size (bp)
CMV-CPf  5-GCCGTAAGCTGGATGGAC-3 876
CMV-CPr  5-GCTTCTCCGCGAG-3' g7 (Rizosetal, 1992)
18s1 5-AACGGCTACCACATCCAAG-3 500 %g‘;;‘smndehfoo etal.,
1852 5-TCATTACTCCGATCCCGAA-3 500
PAL F: 5-CCGATGCGAGTTGTAACAGA -3'R: 5'- 168 (Heydarnejhad et al.,
TGGTCAGAGACGACAGATCG -3 2015)
PR2 F:5'- 200 (Heydarnejhad et al.,
AAGATTGTTCTGAGAAGAGATCGATCGA-3' 2015)
R:5'-
GCTACGCGAAAATAGGTCTGGTAAACTT-3
Actin F: 5 -GAGTATGATGAGTCGGGTCCAG -3'R: 143 (Heydarnejhad et al.,
5-ACACCAACAATCCCAAACAGAG -3 2015)
Results loazsly

b Slige g lulis
oS lbdiges olod 0 0l RT-PCR pizmos § TAS-ELISA 5l osliul b ladiges 3 CMV ST
565 wolaisl ST L RT-PCR s wisgy ool olis cote (2iSTs 15U1 o CMV olazs] oo 5T
VA laws ggemme ;0 00,8 355 Ll gl 5L el A g0 ojlail 4 Ul 0 )50 Al 4 ools STy
Dgos 0) 48l 1o (00 gox aiged VY 5l 00l digas 1)yl sl o J0 S5 a 908 wiges Fo jl diges

23093 009l CMV &y (00 go ai505 VY 5l 00T diges F) Gl 5 (o0 sax digad VO 5l 034l
- B e

» LV

3 h P 3 Pk N 55 o M0 F :

lae )0 50 By o8 9aS oS 10 Solsse (A)-‘*‘)}*’ 3 By b, 908 sladiges s CMV o S ool mlle - IS
¢ el 50 gl ae e 40 905 GlaS p jo JSia g ogae (50,5 (o Jobi (B) 4l yo

Figure 1. Symptoms of CMV infection in samples of Proof varieties in the field. A. Mosaic

symptoms on leaves of Proof varieties in the field of maragheh . B. blistering and yellowing
of cucurbits fruit.
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Figure 2. The results of ELISA to measure protein titer in common zucchini varieties in East
and west Azarbaijan provinces. Dissimilar letters have a significant difference at the 1% level.

The estimated standard error value of each treatment is indicated by vertical lines on each
column.
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Figure 3. The results of the Semi-quantitative RT-PCR test.The numbers indicate the number
of PCR cycles. M:100 bp Molecular weight marker (Fermentas, Germany). N: Control sample
in which distilled water was used instead of cDNA in PCR. Healthy: A healthy control sample
whose RNA was used to make cDNA for RT-PCR.
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Figure 4. The results of evaluating the DSI index for zucchini varieties up to 30 days after
inoculation with CMV. Dissimilar letters have a significant difference at the 1% level. The

estimated standard error value of each treatment is indicated by vertical lines on each column.
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Figure 5. Symptoms from mechanical inoculation of CMV in tested zucchini samples up to 14
days after inoculation. (A) mild mosaic in PS variety leaf (B) Mild mosaic in Asma variate leaf
(C) Sever mosaic and seedlings deformation of Pars variate (D) Systemic necrosis and leaf
wilting of Proof variate
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Figure 6- Changes of gene expression of PAL in cucurbit variates infected by Cucumber
mosaic virus in a time courses assay. Identical letters indicate no significant difference using
Duncan's test at the 1% level. The estimated standard error value of each treatment is indicated
by vertical lines on each column.
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Figure 7- Changes of gene expression of PR2 in cucurbit varieties infected by Cucumber
mosaic virus in a time courses assay. Identical letters indicate no significant difference using
Duncan's test at the 1% level. The estimated standard error value of each treatment is indicated
by vertical lines on each column.
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