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Abstract: Root lesion nematodes are one of the most important and fatal plant parasites. They
often move between soil and host plants roots, during all stages of their life. Root lesion
nematodes migrate and feed within the roots, therefore they cause necrotic lesions on the
surface and throughout the cortex of infected roots. Their attack to the root can result stunting of
plant root system as well as reduction in plants growth and eventually host kill. Different
management methods such as the planting of resistant genotypes, crop rotation, fallow periods
and use of biological control agents are successfully practiced against these nematodes. In this
paper a brief discussion of economic damages, importance, taxonomy, biology and symptoms of
Pratylenchus thornei attack and the most efficient management methods are presented.
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P. alleni Ferris, 1961; P. brachyurus (Godfrey, 1929) Filipjev and Schuurmans Stekhoven,
1941; P. coffeae (Zimmermann, 1898) Filipjev and Schuurmans Stekhoven, 1941; P. crenatus
Loof, 1960; P. andinus Lordello, Zamith and Book, 1961; P. jaehni Inserra, Dunkan, Troccoli,
Dunn, Dos Santos, Kaplan and Vovlas, 2001; P. loosi Loof, 1960; P. mediterraneus Corbett,
1983; P. neglectus (Rensch, 1924) Filipjev and Schuurmans Stekhoven, 1941; P. penetrans
(Cobb, 1917) Filipjev and Schuurmans Stekhoven, 1941; P. pseudocoffeae Mizukubo, 1992;
P. pseudopratensis Seinhorst, 1968; P. scribneri Steiner in Sherbakoff and Stanley, 1943;
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P. thornei Sher and Allen, 1953; P. ventroprojectus Bernard, 1984; P. vulnus Allen and Jensen,
1951; P. zeae Graham, 1951
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Figure 1. Pratylenchus thornei; A: Total body, B and C: Anterior end, D: Vulva region, E:
Lateral field, F: Pharyngeal region, G and H: Posterior end (Original)
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