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Abstract: The genus Cladosporium is one of the largest genera of fungi. Its species live
in different ways: as plant pathogens, as saprobes in the soil or on decaying plant
materials, or as hyperparasitic on other fungi. Morphological characteristics of conidia
such as shape, formation and surface ornamentation, the features of conidiophores
including shape, ramification and conidiogenous loci, and sequencing data from
different regions of DNA are very important for identification of Cladosporium species.
In this article the important morphological characteristics and genomic regions which
are useful for identification of closely related or cryptic species of this genus, are
illustrated.
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Figure 1. Conidia of Cladosporium. A-B: Conidiogenous cell with hilum and scar in
Cladosporium herbarum, C: terminal conidia with smooth surface in Cladosporium
halotolerans, D: Surface ornamentation of conidia in Cladosporium macrocarpum, E:
Different conidia in Cladosporium cladosporioidess.s.
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Figure 2. A-C: Conidiophores, Conidia and leaf spot of Cladosporium echinulatum on
Dianthus sp., D-F: Conidiophores, leaf spot on Nerium oleander and conidia of
Cladosporium neriicola
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