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Extended Abstract

Background and Objectives: Long-term monitoring of forest soil variables is essential for assessing
ecosystem dynamics and the impacts of environmental and anthropogenic factors on soil. Key soil
parameters, including microbial respiration, soil moisture, organic carbon stocks, available phosphorus, and
nitrogen, are critical in forest ecosystems, especially under current climate change and global warming
conditions. This study aims to measure the physical and chemical properties of the soil in selected fixed
and permanent sample plots within the studied forest stands, facilitating long-term monitoring of soil
changes at these sites.

Materials and Methods: This study focused on monitoring soil changes and analyzing correlations
between soil factors in two sample plots (Parikdan: south slope and Sarabtaveh: north slope) in Boyer-
Ahmad County, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province. Two randomly selected one-hectare plots (100 x
100 m) were inventoried, with five systematic soil samples collected from a depth of 0-30 cm in each plot
to measure carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, moisture, microbial respiration, bulk density, and gravel
percentage. Soil data collection was repeated annually over the three-year project period (2018-2020).

Results: The three-year monitoring project found that the Parikdan plot had significantly higher soil
moisture, microbial respiration, and available phosphorus compared to the Sarabtaveh plot. While only
microbial respiration showed significant variation across the years, soil nitrogen levels were notably higher
in Sarabtaveh during the first two years. The analysis revealed key positive correlations: between soil
organic carbon and total nitrogen, between moisture and microbial respiration, and most importantly, that
soil organic carbon was the strongest indicator of carbon stock in both locations.

Conclusion: Monitoring the dynamics of soil parameters and their interrelationships in forest ecosystems
is critically important, as soil serves as the fundamental substrate for nutrient cycling, carbon sequestration,
and biodiversity maintenance. The physicochemical and biological properties of soil—including organic
carbon, moisture, nitrogen, phosphorus, and microbial activity—exist within a complex network of
interrelationships strongly influenced by environmental and management factors. When soil organic matter
(organic carbon) content is high, more substrates become available for soil microbial respiration.
Additionally, higher soil moisture makes these substrates more readily accessible to microbial populations,
resulting in an increased respiration rate.
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Figure 1- Soil sampling locations in the sample plot (right) and soil sample collection from the 0-30cm depth left)
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Table 2- Silvicultural characteristics and quantitative parameters of trees in the two sample plots
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Table 3- Analysis of variance (ANOVA) of soil variables between Sarabtaveh and Parikadon sample plots
across different years
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Table 4- Comparison of soil variables in the Sarabtaveh and Perikdan sample plots
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Figure2- Comparison of total nitrogen in the Sarabtaveh and Perikadan sample plots
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